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CXE. GVE stk No. ol
NOVEMBER 5, 1953
SAFEG. RDING Or - 'CIAL INFORMATION IN THE INTERESTS
OF THE DE: NSE OF THE UNITED STATES

- R

WILRINAS it is essential - 0 the citizens of the United States be informed cone
ceraing the activities of their « «vernment; and

WHEREAS the interests of national defense require the preservation of the
ability of the United States toprotect and defend itself against all hostile ox destruc-
Live action by covert or overtmeans, including espionage as well as military action;

arni

WIEREAS it is essential that certain official information affecting the nationa.
aqeiense be protected uniformly against unauthorized disclosure:

NOW . THEREFORE, by virtue of the authovity vested in me by the Constitution
and statutes, and as President of the United States, gnd deeming such action nec-
cspary an the best interests of the national security, it is heveby ordered as follows:

Section 1. CLASSIFICATION CATEGORIES

Oificial information which requires protection in the interests of national de-
‘emme snail be limited to three categorics of classification, which in descending
seter wr dmportance shadl carry one of the following desipnations: ‘Lop Deoret,
e et ur Gooludenlial, No other designation shull be used Lo classily delfense i
orination, including military information, as requiring protection in the interesis
. nationai defense, except as expressly provided by statute. These categorics arc
woiined as {ollows:

(o) Top Secret: Except as may be expressly provided by statute, the use
i the classification Top Secret shall be authorized, by appropriate authority,
only for defense information or material which requires the highest degree of
srotection, The Top Secret classification shall be applied only to that informa-
“.on or rnaterial the defense aspect of whichis paramount, and the unauthorizcd
w.sclosure of which could result in exceptionally grave damage to the Nation
sucn as ieading to a definite break in diplomatic relations affecting the defense
of the United States, an armed attack against the United States or its allies, a
war, or the compromise of militaryor defense plans, or intelligence operations,
ar  scientific or technological developrnents vital to the national defense.

(b) Sccret: Except as may be expressly provided by statute, the use of the
~lassification Secret shall be authorized, by appropriate authority, only for de~
fense information or material the unauthorized disclosure of which could result
in serious damage to the Nation, suchas by jeopardizing the international rela-
tions of the United States, endangering the eficctiveness of a program or policy
oI vial importance to the national defense, or compromising important military
or defense plans, scientific or technological developments importantto national
Gefense, or information revealing important intelligence oi)crations.

ic) Confidential: Except as may be expressly provided by statute, the use
of the classification Confidential shall be authorized, by appropriate authority,
only for defense information or material the unauthorized disclosure of which

could be prejudicial to the defense interests of the nation.
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Documentur ~ord mate. .4l made or received by a department or agency in
connection with action of public business and preserved as evidence of the or-
ganization, funct. policies, operations, decisions, procedures or other activities
of any departme:. --r agency of the Government, or because of the informational
value of the data ained therein, rmay be destroyed only in accordance with the
act of July 7, 1943, .92, 57 Stat. 380, as amecnded, 44 U.5.C, 366-380. Non-reccord
ciassificd material, - onsisting of extra copies and duplicates including shorthand

notes, preliminary Goadts, usced varbon paper, and other material ol similar tem-
porary unaturce, may be destroyed, under procedures established by the head of the
department or agency which meet the following requirements, as soon as it has
served its purposc:

() Methods of Destruction: Classified defensematerial shall be destroyed
Ly burning inthe presenceof anappropriate official or by other methods author-
ized by the head of an agency provided the resulting destruction is equally
commplete.

(b) Records of Destruction: Appropriate accountability records maintained
in the department or agency shall reflect the destruction of classified defense
material,

Section 10. ORIENTATION AND INSPECTION

To promote the basic purposcs of this order, heads of those departments and
agencics originating or handling classified defense information shall designate ex-
perienced persons to coordinate and supervise the activitics applicable to their de-
partments or agencies under this order. Persons so designated shall maintain active
training and oricntation programs for cmployees concerned with classified defense
information to irapress each such employee with his individual responsibility for
exercising vigilance and care in complying with the provisions of this order, Such
persons shall be aulhorized on behalf of the heads of the departments and agencies
tv estabiish adegquate and active inspection programs to the end that the provisions
of this order are administered effectively,

Section 11. INTERPRETATION OF REGULATIONS BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

The Attorney General, upon request of the head of a department or agency or
his duly designated representative, shall personnally or through authorizcd repre-
sentatives of the Department of Justice render an interpretation of these regulations
in connection with any problems arising out of their administration.

Section 12, STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS

Nothing in this order shallbe construedto authorize the dissemination, handling
or transmission of classified information contrary to the provisions of any statute.

A ——

Section 13, '"RESTRICTED DATA™ AS DEFINED IN THE ATOMIC ENERGY ACT ;

Nothing in this order shall supersede any requirements made by or under the I
Atomic ksnergy Act of August 1, 1946, as amended. “‘Restricted Data’’ as defined i
Ly the suid act shall be handled, protected, classificd, downgraded, and declassilied
in conformity with the provisions of the Atomic Knergy Act of 1946, as amended,
and the regulations of the Atomic Energy Commmission. ——

' Section 14, .COMBAT OPERATIONS

The provisions of this order with regard to dissemination, transmission, or
safekeeping of classified defense information or material may be so modified in
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o wGn v ombat or Z‘.ﬁim.u,-- reaited operations as the h‘umtdry of Defense
foay by regdiasond pregccibe, ‘

section 15, BXCOEPTIONAL CABES

When, in an exceptional case, a person or agency not authorized to classify
defense information originates information which is believed to require classifica-
tion, such person or agency shall protect thatinformation in the manner prescribed
by this order for that category of classified defense information into which it is
believed to fall, and shall transmit the information forthwith, under appropriate
safeguards, to the department, agency, or personhaving both the authority to classify
information and a direct official. interest in the information (preferably, that de-
partment, agency, or person to which the information would be transmitied in the
ardinary coursc of business), witha requestthat such department, agency, or person
classify the information.

Section 16, REVIEW TO INSURE THAT INFORMATION IS NOT IMPROPERLY
WITHHELD HTEREUNDER
The President shalldesignate a member ol his statf who shall veccive, consider,
and take action upon, suggestions or complaints {rom non-Governmental sources

relating to the operation of this order,

Section 17, REVIEW TO INSURE SAFEGUARDING OF CLASSIFIED DEFENSE
INFORMATION

The National Sceurity Council shall conduct o continging review of the imple-
mentation ol this order to insure that classilicd delense information e properly
safeguarded, in conformity herewith,

Section 18, REVIEW WITHIN DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES

The head of each department and agency shalldesignate a member or members
of his staff who shallconducta continuing review of the implementation of this ordex
within the department or agency concerned to insure that no information is withheld
hereunder which the people of the United States have a right to know, and to insure
that classified defense information is properly safeguarded in conformity herewith,

Section 19. REVOCATION OF EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 10290

Execcutive Order No. L0290 of September 24, 19511is revoked as of the effective
date of this order, - :

Section 20, EFFECTIVE DATE

This order shall become effective on December 15, 1953,
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER

THE WHITE HOUSE,

November 5, 1953,

9 E-27849
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